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For artist and activist
Domenic Esposito,
the ravages of the
opioid epidemic are
personal and political

Domenic Esposite’s “Marching”™ (above),
“Assailable™ (left), and “Mass™ (below),

"‘We want to make sure those
who are aceountable are held
accountable,

DOMENIC ESPOSITO, orvisl whose brother has
grme roisstng in the pared af Maes and Coss

T FINE ART FHCTOS

By Cale McQuaid
FLOBE CORAEAP DN HERT
st Domenic F.\|mn|h| knows
Mass, and Cass, His vounger
brother Danny has gone miss-
ing there in the pasi.
The tent encampment at
Massachusetts Avenue and Melnea Cass Bou-
bevird hais been HHIhLl‘It! #ifo for growing blocks froim Mass, and Cass. It n:!r-pu:'h the

challenges with homelessness and oploid tersection, cars streaking by people along the

2019, The epidemic his become more visible
in recent vears in the wake of lawsuits
against the Sackler family, whose company,
Purdue Pharma, manufactunes OngContin,
and television shows such as “Dopesick”™ and
“The Pharmacist”

Esposito, who fives in Westwood, is best
known for his Oplokd Spoon serics. In 2018
auncd 2018, he placed 1005-foot-long sceulp-

abuse in Boston. Mayvor Michelle Wu said sidewalk next to their tents. tures at the entryways of pharmacetical

Tuesday her administration is on track Wo Danny, who is 33, hes been batiling an companies Johnson & Johnson in New

help prople there find transitional housing opicid addiction for more than a dozen years, He gestursd toward the paintings. “And so Bronswick, 3.J: Purdue in Stamford, Conn.:

by Jan. 12. & struggle that bas affected the whole family.  thisis. .. its trauma o me” and Rhodes Pharmaceuticals in Coventry,
Esposito’s paintings "Miss”™ and “Cees” ans “Some mights we'd go down thene, ind we Acconding to the Centers for Disease Con- g 1 2. well a5 at the Food and Drrug Admin-

on view in “Vox Clamantis” his exhibitionat  couldn't find him.” said Espesito, 51. “We'd trol and Prevention, neary 500,000 people istration at the Department of Fealth and

the Piano Craft Gallery in Roxbury, just afew  be walking around there looking for him™ died of opiokd overdoses between 1999 and

ESPOSITO, Page G4
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For artist, opioid epidemic’s personal, political

ESPOSITO
T plmnl fraem Page G0F
Viuman Services im Washington, D.C,

“Wa wasil ty make pare those wio
iy acomiiitabile s bok] scountable)
Espesian svid. "There's 8 buge weh™

His targets responded with eareful
rhetoric

*They
Wy have cmipaas -
Espoatto said, "It the beast Ihr1 can
dn”

T 2014, thie st Busbel the sos-
prniit Opdosd Spoom Profect. According
D0 113 misstom stasement, the activist
gronjs aim is “informing aml ehical-
ing the pubdic sbowat this unfoldimg
tragedy amil pramoting awarenesd
aturn the white-nllar criminals whoan
greed and imditforence brought it to
ey *

The Latin title *Vox Clamanth™ e

ally grul out & stelement

prwerisl s
diemrt corwinr Duana Ia-u L¥enaff, wha
organired the shie

“Vin clamantis i desertu’ neans
vwioe & cry that no poe bears” she sail
“n 4 waty, that |5 ket Desmeris is asd

‘Dealing with people
whao have substance
use disorder, you don't
know what to do. .. .
You have to step hack
to see the full picture if
vou really want to
help.

R0 EREC ESPOSITO,
aFtiet sl arTieir

who Bl Dinoppimg the spoon s guer
il art warfure — seresming al peogh:
Ehat o dom't hear™

Repositn's activiem calls oot Nig
Fharma and ethees bn power. His
palmtings amd sculpisices vmbrace
Ehee whio muller

“The ari 10 really abant raining
awareness arvumid Use isulabion and
Innelimess of mbszance nse disorder”
b i

To that eod, the show includes a
oo
and panel diagumdjons a

atmed o inform, engage, and help p-a:-

e Towll bess alune, Hip-hop aitist asd
sctivist Borve 38, Rivers will perfonm on
Jan. 21 Poet Man Ganem, CEQ and

feasmder of Aftermnath Addietion Trear-
meni Center, will appesr on Jan XX

A figure ki & Booadle peeuss b "V
10" hosd dmwn, face Biddes

“ posit
~wlan, b bizsme,
“Peopie i:wrnrur! i mne aned sy i,
this i wy som, this s my dasghses™ he
saill. “Vou see sumebody un the stevel

BOMENIC ESPOSITO:

WO CLABMANTIS

A% Flang Craf dafleny, 793 Tremont 5t
Eroogh lan. 30

wwwplasocr figalsn oo

like that, you're Intmidaied. That's the
athgma 1hal mental bealth
Mt they're hmmam, They're suffering”
The labwels fior the dhow & i
Hoor, prompring viewers to lake the
same downcast stance a8 the Bonded
Eigurr
*It seemed important,” said
L'Hemaff im a ke, Ut wy share in the
e thoas i il whia ool margisal
Exmdd adin, i1 e 3 frwr spnds,”
ers miy hefale. The aris does

Ve

et B labwirrsl i A8 aithidhin
“The work is very heavy and tize

Bl T
tamifies that are poing through real
sinsggies, real paim”

B, h paich. o s, =il moth-
ing compared towhat & 1ot af ihese
Bamsilied g thickgh.”

The Eowinn native's “Uncondition-
al” & bkl paknbingeculplare,
bupes (el fpure wall
then emerging from the picture plane
im henmiee

“Is readly Kisd of pe
and my brother,” said Espos:
haw spakes poblichy sbous his hnl.‘r ]
serigle befieer. “Dreabing with pepile
who have subrlance use disorder, veu
'y e what B da. There )
1, "1 ninedd minney Sor i
beippeeininl, asd 1 anl pay

[

Ile comtimued. *Von have o step
bark tn see the full ploore {f vouo realhy
waml to belp, Taki o day o sop Back,
take an Bowr, Take 10 minufes
Thar's been the hesr way far me and my
Earmily tn dieal with 1t, rather than react
0 every Ement”

Danny contlaues bo struggle wiil
aptnide, Fepoeito sxid. Flok noe Hving
in a saber honse awtside of Noston
Thear parimti |

i Brighten, whete
Ehe aztisl grew up

“The hardest part of dealing vtk
[ opbeidl mddiction ] iv the parests and
what thay do,” the aribel sasd. With s
e elvild, e sdded, “Theees no Aight
fr wrnng asrmrr. Mavke i kick his
oul of the house and b ODs two days
Later .. ur maybe you dua’, amd Ty
£4 arway in yours hedooom

=1 tinimk an a family, we're in 2 better
e B, wr woern Fivy o nin yvare ag
e b ol o own mendal leealth,” he
il

Eaguitn ses whisspresd artitodes
towagd vpboid addiction improving.
Lou, "We've seen & peal change in the
empaty. What Bass't changed & gre-
ernment action” he 135, “And that i
Escralibily Frusisaiieg.”
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Ot MirGruaiad v & reached ar
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ocandiosal” is a hybrid painting seulplare by Bamenic Exposito (fop, piciured among some of his works i
“Vux Clamantis® st Plane Craft Gallery),



